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The book Routledge Handbook of European Elections, edited by Donatella M. Viola, contains a general theoretical framework and a common empirical model to analyze the political behavior of the European Parliament and its elections in different countries since 1979. It includes the empirical evidence of the 27 case studies of member country and the conclusions that such a monumental study (786 pages) entails. As such, it is a unique and essential book, which deals with the elections of the only directly elected body in the European Union.
 It includes temporal quantitative and qualitative analyses. It is valid for both political scientists for its empirical analyses and jurists for its regulatory descriptions and, in general, for all scholars interested in social phenomena, such as elections.

The first part of the book is a general framework by Donatella Viola, with the essential features that will characterize the development of the following chapters aimed to analyze each of the national cases of participation in the European Union, starting by the founding countries and ending with the newcomers. These theoretical features are of enormous importance for the empirical work done in the second half of the book and for the final conclusions.

The unique theoretical model allows the comparison of data and methodologies as in each country there is both a geopolitical profile and a description of national politics, political parties and their view of the Union, public opinion and electoral systems, details of the Executive branches and national elections. This is repeated in each chapter with the characterization given by each author but respecting the comparative view that later allows the substantive summaries.

In the second part native scholars explore, through methods well-known in political science, the characteristics of the countries of the European Union. .
These chapters provide a rich fund of national data such as elections, participation, profiles of elected MEPs, allowing the reader to compare European elections in each country - where they are mandatory or not - and to comprehend the operation of national parties that become relevant to the European elections.

Comparisons are then summarized in very illustrative charts and show how participation in the European elections was declining from 62% in 1979 to 42% in 2014, with a dramatic 14% in the Slovak elections.

The Handbook clearly shows the diversity of national approaches to the role and to the way the European Parliament is formed through elections. These national modes of electing do not contribute to a unity and equality of the status of "European".
A very current and highlighted topic is the exploration of the attitudes of national parties regarding their opinions about the European Union.

The text helps to follow the role of political groups in the European Parliament and to see how the foreign policy of each country is received and acted upon at European level.

Today more than ever, it is necessary to understand and analyze the huge mosaic of European national realities, whether from the legal organization of electoral rules or from the complex picture of European political perception forged by each national state over time.

From the Coal and Steel Agreement of few countries to the complex organization of the three branches in 28 European countries, since the crisis of 2008 a new distrust has been fluttering over Europe, which some want to leave thinking they will be stronger afterwards. The Brexit has been the hardest hit because many parties are reinforcing the illusion of national greatness in solitude, a kind of national populism.

The complex operation of the three powers, the enormous difficulty of following the intricacies of legislation and the need for federal responses to Unitarian countries hinder to the eyes of the unprepared citizen the view of the strength of a united Europe; thus being important to review the data that implacably accumulate on national realities in order to draw a complicated but exciting picture, which tends to be imitated in other places.
           The Handbook helps to evaluate results, not always promising but indeed scientific.
            The strength of the theoretical framework makes it easy to follow the important national descriptions, differing for being local and for achieving a partial and final synthesis in the indicated chapters.

The method is rigorous and does not stop at disastrous data such as those relating to abstention, especially in 2014. It is a non-partisan scientific work and, therefore, there are no position statements, but descriptions of facts. Religious and belief issues are mixed with the conditions that national legislations assign to the different regions, being some of them ultra represented and others almost absent in terms of election of European legislators.

 The analysis of national systems helps to appreciate the differences among MEPs who have an anchor in the territory where they were elected from those belonging to huge constituencies that push away the possibility of having at hand the needs and urgencies. It also offers a distinction between MEPs coming from pro-European political systems and those coming from eurosceptic systems.

The Handbook shows - with no emphasis - the democratic quality of elections and their voting systems, and it underlines the ideals of the creators of the Union: peace, democracy and solidarity.

The most valuable part - for this writer - can be found in the final two chapters, provided by the compiler: A comparative analysis of European elections, where the themes suggested in the first part are reintroduced after individual analysis, and the Epilogue with old and new trends in the 2014 European elections, highly topical today.

In the conclusions, it is clear that none of the interpretative schemes can be considered definitive. There are problems and difficulties in all of them, but the possibility of finding a unified theoretical model is not excluded.

It has appendixes and table of contents extremely useful in the complex universe of topics and countries addressed. In particular, Table 31.1 on Member States showing key features (p. 676) and Table 31.4b .
It is shown, as Weiler explains in the introduction, that the period of greatest power of the Parliament coincides with the period of greatest disinterest in the fundamental role that plays at political level. This obviously has to do with current issues such as economic and xenophobic crises.

 
The Handbook ends with an epilogue that focuses on the last election on May 22 - 25, 2014, of the European Parliament in the 28 Member States.

It is a rigorous work full of empirical data, rich for analysis and difficult to characterize in few lines. It shows the reality of a complex Europe, and with failures when it comes to common obligations, but always a reference point for its individual countries and for the entire international community as an experiment in multi-cultural, multi-racial, multi-faith coexistence, but aware of a destiny of greatness and consideration that none of the national states has been able to achieve in an environment of coexistence towards an organized peace.
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